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Associate Professor of Public Health in the School of Medicine at the University of Jordan and Global
Public Health researcher at Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. Dr. Taha received her PhD degree in Public
Health Sciences from Karolinska institutet, Sweden in Sep 2013. She has expertise in teaching,
curriculum development and public health programs leadership with USAID projects and leading NGOs
in Jordan. Her multicultural background and technical expertise enabled her to accomplish success in
assignments embracing Covid-19 surveillance and outbreaks investigations, health systems
strengthening, gender equity and women empowerment, noncommunicable diseases, maternal and
child health, reproductive health, and family planning in Syrian refugees’ camps in Jordan and
Lebanon.

Hana has a global perspective to public health, a wealth of international experience and in-depth
knowledge of teaching using innovative adult learning techniques. She is a monitoring and evaluation
expert, and her skills include: the development of M&E plans; designing M&E methods and setting key
performance indicators; designing and implementing public health epidemiological studies using
guantitative and qualitative research methods (SPSS, Stata, Nvivo), evaluation of the effectiveness of
health interventions, undertaking baseline surveys; assessment of data quality; analysis of
performance results and contextual interpretation of research findings; submitting reports to donors;
writing and publishing scientific manuscripts and promoting research uptake for decision making and
policy formulation.

Dr. Taha was a key member in the Jordanian Ministry of Health (MoH) strategic planning team
2008-2012. Her networking skills enabled her to secure advocacy and governance support for
strengthening the health system in Jordan. She has vast competence in establishing multistakeholder
and cross-sector partnerships, evidence-based policy development, civil society and social
mobilization, grass roots-initiated health promotion, social marketing, and capacity building, writing
public health projects proposals, research grants applications and managing grants.

Hana is fluent in English and Arabic with basic knowledge of Swedish. She has profound knowledge of
public health research and serves currently as a member in the professional union: Sweden's university
teachers and researchers, SULF. She is also an active member in the International Academy of Public
health, Jordan’s Economic Policies Development Forum, Jordan’s Women Health Alliance and
Empowerment Committee. Hana has worked closely with senior government and MoH officials in the
EMR region and collaborated with multitude of international and donor agencies for the integration
of Syrian refugees within the hosting communities in the north of Jordan.

(This summery was written by my mentor Professor Vanja Berggren, Karolinska Institutet 2024)
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Doctoral Degree

PhD thesis defended on 6 September 2013 at the Department of Public Health Sciences, Global
Health Division, Health Systems and Policy Research group, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. Title:
Voices of fear and safety: women’s ambivalence towards breast cancer and breast health
practices in Jordan. http://publications.ki.se/xmlui/handle/10616/41672.

The thesis included a comprising evaluation of the effectiveness of the breast health awareness
interventions in Jordan and explored women’s and men's views on breast cancer screening
including gender power relation. It employed quantitative and qualitative research methods in a
sociological perspective to explore the barriers that lead to the late stage of diagnosis of breast
cancer among women in Jordan. The outcomes of this doctoral research were used by Jordan
MoH and other countries in EMR to develop evidence-based policies and to design breast health
interventions that addressed the barriers and effectively motivated women to seek early
detection for breast cancer.

Completed Postdoctoral Appointments

Faculty of Medicine, Lund University, Lund, Sweden Jan 2017- Jan 2019
Postdoctoral researcher, Global Health

Karolinska Institutet, Department of Medical Epidemiology Sep 2013- June 2014
Postdoctoral fellow, Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics

Other Educational Degrees

Diploma from the Swedish School of Global Health 2012-2013
Master’s in Global Health, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden, June 2009
Master’s in health services management, Jordan University
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy, Jordan University

Current positions
The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan Oct 2024- Present

School of Medicine, Department of Family and Community Medicine

Associate Professor (Tenure track position)

. Designing and implementing medical education workshops and interventions
. Teaching public health and epidemiology courses.
. Conducting Public Health interventions assessment and implementation research to

address priority public health problems in Jordan and the Eastern Mediterranean region.
. Applying for local, regional, and international research grants.

. Supervising master student’s thesis work and teaching courses in Global Health and
Research Methods, Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Public Health to medical students and
to public health master students.

Karolinska Institutet, Caring Sciences and Society May 2019- Present
Global Health Researcher, Senior Researcher
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Research Statement

Research interests

| published highly cited quantitative and qualitative studies about breast and colon cancer in
Jordan. They were implementation Epidemiological and behavioral research that provided data
for decision-making and aimed to enhance early detection of cancer in Jordan and in the Middle
East region. My research interests are: Global Health, Health Governance, Health policy reforms,
Health system strengthening, Health promotion, Health programs and interventions assessment,
Non- communicable diseases, health behavior and women’s health.
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2021 Dec 3;9:690570. doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2021.690570. PMID: 34926363; PMCID: PMC8678107.
https.//pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.qov/34926363/



https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36935940/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36834370/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36745774/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36536353/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36257609/
https://jjournals.ju.edu.jo/index.php/JMJ/article/view/363
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34736222/
https://knepublishing.com/index.php/AJNE/article/view/10063/16650
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34926363/

17. Qaisieh R, Al-Tamimi M, El-Hammuri N, Shalabi M, Kilani MM, Taha H, Al-Muhtaseb A,
Alfarrajin I, Abu Shagra M, Hamdan A. Clinical, Laboratory, and Imaging Features of COVID-19 in
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32.Taha H, Al-Qutob R, Nystrom L, Wahlstrom R, Berggren V. "Would a man smell a rose then
throw it away?" Jordanian men's perspectives on women's breast cancer and breast health.
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33. Taha H, Al-Qutob R, Nystrom L, Wahlstrom R, Berggren V: "Voices of fear and safety"
women's ambivalence towards breast cancer and breast health: a qualitative study from
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34.Taha H, Halabi Y, Berggren V, Jaouni S, Nystrom L, Al-Qutob R, Wahlstrom R. Educational
intervention to improve breast health knowledge among women in Jordan. Asian Pac J Cancer
Prev. 2010;11(5):1167-73. PMID: 21198258. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.qov/21198258/

Ongoing scientific research and collaboration

Submitted and awaiting peer-review decision.

1. Taha H*, Al Khatib O, Berggren V et al: Burnout among physicians and nurses working in
Emergency Departments of public hospitals in Jordan: A cross sectional study.

2. Taha H*, Kandari A Al Omari, et al: Awareness and attitude regarding organ donation and
transplantation among health care providers in Jordan a cross-sectional study
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3. Shdaiufat A, Taha H, et al: Assessment of the Primary Health Care Facilities Readiness to Apply

the WHO HEARTS Technical Package in Jordan: A cross Sectional Study

4. Salous Tareq, Taha H*, Al Omari et al: Prevalence of body weight disorders among adolescent

school students in Jordan: A cross-sectional study.

International scientific conferences

1- Taha H: Burnout among physicians and nurses working in Emergency Departments of
public hospitals in Jordan: A cross sectional study. 6th Global Public Health Conference,
Colombo, Sri Lanka, Feb 2023.

2- Taha H: Workplace violence against healthcare providers in emergency depatments of
public hospitals in Jordan; A cross sectional study, Global Congress On Integrated
Healthcare, 17 - 18 May, 2022. Dead Sea, Jordan.

3- Taha H: Food Safety Knowledge among Chicken Shawerma Food Handlers in Amman-
Jordan. European Public Health Conference, Ljubljana, Slovenia 2018

4- TahaH et al: women and health care providers’ knowledge about breast cancer and
screening examination. In proceedings of the first Breast Cancer in the Arab World
Conference. Amman, Jordan 22-24 March 2015

5- Taha H et al: Home visits to improve breast health knowledge and screening practices in a
less privileged area in Jordan. In proceedings of the Second International Conference on
Global Public Health 2014 Negombo, Sri Lanka 3 rd - 4 th July

6- Taha H: A Bottom-Up Model for Strengthening Breast Cancer Early Detection Services in
Jordan. In proceedings of the Geneva Health Forum: Geneva; 18-20 April 2012.

7- Taha H, Al-Qutob R, Nystrom L, Wahlstrom R, Berggren V: "Voices of fear and safety"
women's ambivalence towards breast cancer and breast health: a qualitative study from
Jordan. In proceedings of the Geneva Health Forum: Geneva; 18-20 April, 2012.

8- TahaH, Al-Qutob R, Nystrom L, Wahlstrém R, Berggren V: “Her health is a priority”
Jordanian Men’s perceptions about breast cancer and their role in women's screening
decisions. In proceedings of the 1st Arab World Public Health Conference: Dubai; 4- 6, April
2013.

Public health research submitted reports.

Health promotion and protection plan 2020-2023 for the East Mediterranean Public Health
Network (EMPHNET)

Technical guidelines for Jordan Maternal Mortality and Surveillance guidelines Nov. 2020
Technical guidelines for hypertension and diabetes management in North Jordan PHC centres,
Nov. 2020

Pre and post assessment reports of Jordan’s national breast health campaigns for the years
2011-2015.

Assessment report of the Jordan Breast Cancer helpline data for the years 2011-2015.
Assessment report of the effectiveness of Jordan’s breast cancer program lectures for the
years 2011-2015.

National guidelines and tools for operational planning and supportive supervision at the
primary health care level in Jordan 2008-2012.

Professional Societies and Activities in Civic and Public Affairs

* Member in Sweden's university teachers and researchers Union, SULF

* Founding member and CEO of Jordan Women’s Health Alliance 2014-2016

* Member in Jordan ministry of health strategic planning team 2008-2012

* Member in the team for the PHC accreditation standards in Jordan 2006-2007
* Member in the Jordan's Economic Policies Development Forum 2013- present
* Member in Jordan's Women Empowerment Committee 2014- Present



Research awards

* King Hussein Cancer Foundation Competence award in breast cancer research

* Geneva Health Forum 2012 research abstract award

My teaching philosophy:

1.

10.

11.

| believe that each student is unique, and education must be individualized to meet the
learning needs of every student.

| believe that my role is to mentor and guide my students in their curious journey towards
knowledge.

| always strive to create a positive educational climate where all my students can meet
their full potential. | provide them with supportive supervision in a safe environment to
learn from their own missteps and acquire new skills. | always provide immediate
feedback by explaining to the student what she/he did correctly and incorrectly. Still, my
focus is on what was done rightly “/ compliment, then support during the process of
correction then I praise the retained knowledge and the acquired self-efficacy”.

| believe in interactive student focused hands-on learning using a syllabus that uses group
dynamics, individual projects and engage students in active pursuing of knowledge.

| always encourage my students to express their opinions and embrace their own value
and capabilities while appreciating diversity and respecting others.

To foster the didactic impact of the learning process, | use different platforms, media,
audiovisuals, and mediation practices according to need together with clearly defined
curriculums and innovative assessment methods.

The complexity of global public health and the challenge of meeting the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030 at this pandemic era, mandates a corresponding assortment
of courses and methods. | believe that the students need to develop a broad spectrum of
skills mix that ranges from theoretical frameworks to applications and from qualitative-
interpretative techniques to critical quantitative methods.

| believe in the importance of conducting applied global public health research for
informing evidenced based policies and contextualizing knowledge translation strategies.
| believe in creating a supportive educational culture that nurtures the students’
development into independent global public health researchers.

| aim to stimulate the students’ interest in improving health that transcends national
boundaries, embrace globalization, and responds to the needs of the most vulnerable
fellow humans in low- and middle-income countries.

| try to inspire a deeper understanding of the socio-cultural, economic, and political
determinants of health across the globe. This is essential for the students’ understanding
that improving health and wellbeing requires designing programs and interventions that

are not simply focused on disease-oriented etiology of ill health.



12.

13.

14.

15.

| advocate for cross-disciplinary collaborations and community engagement at the grass
roots as an opportunity and a must to address global public health problems.

| cultivate sincere commitment among my students towards health for all and our ethical
responsibility to meet the challenges of achieving health equity, gender equality and social
justice worldwide.

| encourage the students’ critical thinking to enhance the induction of constructed
innovative knowledge, professional engagement, and commencement of actions to solve
global public health problems at various levels.

| believe in unconventional, relevant, problem oriented, applied global public health
learning that ascends from bottom-up to build the students’ genuine devotion towards

making the world a better place for all.

The courses | taught for medical students and MSc of public Health students at the University of

Jordan and Karolinska institutet:

1. Medical ethics

2. Maternal and child health

3. Non communicable diseases

4. Global Health online course

5. Disasters and emergency preparedeness

6. Immigrants health and human rights

7. Epidemiology

8. Public health research methods

9. Medical statistics

10. Community medicine

11. Qualitative research

12. Health systems

13. Health financing

14. Health policy

15. Health programs planning, monitoring and evaluation

16. Comprehensive primary healthcare in cluding maternal and child healthcare
Supervision:

Supervision of students’ research

| am currently supervising Dr. Ahmad Abu Abed, PhD student in Granada University Spain:
PhD research title: The Impact of Educational Programs based on the Health Belief Model
on Knowledge, Beliefs, and Breast Cancer Screening Practices of Women in Jordan

| am also supervising several master students in the University of Jordan and at Karolinska
Institutet.
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